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power and under its discretion. . . . When Congress legislates
at all, it must legislate for a whole, not for twenty-four parts.
The idea had been brought forward as being calculated to pre-
vent a merely local legislation; but it was, in truth, itself a
local idea. Such a system, would rest on a foundation essen-
tially vicious. "When going into a system, of improvement, the
House has simply to inquire, Where is improvement most
needed? He cared not whether it was beyond the Alleghanies
or beyond the Missouri; wherever it was most needed, there it
must first be made.

Mr. Webster further defended the present object, by con-
tending that the opening of these Western roads had a tendency
to settle the public lands, which he regarded as a national ob-
ject. This again called up Mr. McDnffie, who declared him-
self opposed to the policy .of selling the public lands at the
minimum price of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre,
when they were fairly worth fifteen dollars per acre, and would
sell at that price if the market were not glutted.. This policy
had the tendency, he said, to drain off the population of the old
States, and it was accompanied by an artificial system of grind-
ing -tariffs to counteract the effect of reducing the population of
those States. He drew a somewhat melancholy picture of the
impoverishment of the Southern States; but, so far as that ap-
prehended decay depended upon a tariff policy, ho did not
allude to the South Carolina origin of that policy. Mr. "Web-
ster replied that he was not in favor of selling the public lands
at a price that would throw them into the hands of speculators,
but he desired to have them offered, at rates that would encour-
age their settlement. He did not regard it as desirable to pre-
vent the laboring classes of the Eastern States from going to
any part of our territory where they could better their con-
dition. The emigration was the natural condition of a country
densely populated in one part and possessing in another a vast
tract of unsettled lands. The plan of the gentleman, he said,
went to reverse the order of Nature, vainly expecting to retain
men within a small and comparatively unproductive territory,
who have "all the world,before them where to claodse," For
his own part, he was in favor of letting population take its own
course; he should experience no feeling of mortification if any